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PRg^-^ 

T'his IS a short brochure on the constitutional and 
administrative system of Bulgaria The purpose of 
this description is to provide our countrymen, specially the 
student-world, with a piture of Bulgarian executive, 
legislature and judiciary It also throws light on some other 
important aspects of local and central administration of 
Bu/garia and presents an authentic account of its role in 
international affairs 

It may be added that the entire or most of the material 
ofthis brochure is based on the fact sheets, reference papers 
and other ofTicnl publications supplied to us by the 
Bulgarian Embassy or Government. The volume 
mrnics the whole matter, just as it is described in the 
otTicial publications of the concerned Embassy or Govern 
ment Only the sequence has been arranged to make it 
easier foe the reader to understand the subject-matter We 
are extremely grateful to the Bulgarian Embassy for 
generously providing us with the rratcrial of our interest and 
extcndinc to operation in every respect 

It need hardly be added that the publishers do not 
claim or acknowledge any responsibility for the view' 
expressed or matter described in the volume 

Once again wc express our gratitute to the Bulgarian 
Embassy for supplying us material of our interest and 
extcndinc their kind cooperation 


Publishers 
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SITUATION AND 
TERRITORY 

iiulgana ts Mluntcil in 
South Eastern Europe It 
occupies the north-eastern 
part of the Balkan Peninsula 
To the north ilie River 
Danube forms her natural 
boundary with the Rumanian 
Socialist Republic* to the 
west she borders on Yugo- 
slavia, to the south-on Greece 
and Turkey, and to the east 
on the Black Sea which 
connects her with the Soviet 
Union and all the maritime 
countries in the world 

The country cosers an 
area of about 111,000 square 
kilometres 

Owing to her geographical 
situation Bulgaria is an impo 
rtant intenalional crossroads 
the railway line and the 
highway connecting Western, 
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Central and Northern Europe with the Near and Middle East 
pass through her territory 

CLIMVTC 

The climate of the greater part of the country is 
moderately contintental (specifically in North Bulgaria), 
whereas the climate of the Thracian Plain and the Southern 
frontier areas is of a transitional nature, ranging from 
contitental to Mediterranean 

The mean annual tcmpetaltiTe is about 12* Centigrade 
In January the mean temperature is about 0* Centngrade and 
in July It IS about 22* Centigrade Rainfall totals about 650 
litres per square metre per year 

POPULATION, TOWNS AND VILLAGES 
By the middle of 1970 Bulgaria s population totalled 8 5 
million (average density 76 3 persons per sq km ) The 
Bulgarians make up 81 per cent of the popul ition Other 
nationalities are Turks, Gypsies, Armenians, Russians, 
Greeks, Tartars, and Rumanians 

All nationalities enjoy equal rights and liberties and 
take an active part m the government of the country and in 
its economic and cultural life 

In Bulgaria there arc 170 towns, 19 urban type localities 
and 5,494 villages Sofia (kno'vn in Antiquity as Serdica and 
later as Sredets) is the country s capital It has nearly one 
million inhabitants 


HISTORICAL DATA 

1 Foundation, Consolidation and Advance of the First 
Bulgarian State (7lti to lltb Centuries) 

The Bulgarian state was founded in 680 as a result of a 
treaty of alliance between two ethnic groups, the Proto- 
Bulganans and the Southern Slavs 

The Southern Slavs, who belong to the Indo-European 
ethnic group, settled in the Balkan Peninsula in the 6th 
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century, while the Proto-Bulearians, i tribe of Turkii, origin, 
Ud by their Khan A^patouh, made their way into the 7th 
century 

The Proto-BuIgarians made an ilhani.e mth the SHv 
tribe', thus laying the foundation? of the SUv Bjlsarian 
state In 6Sl Byzantium was compelled to grant official 
recognition to the Slav-Bulganan state Pliska became the 
capital of Bulgaria 

During the 9th and lOlh centuries Bulgaria reai.hed the 
peak of her military and political power at that time 

During the reign of Khan Kroum (803-814) a remarka 
bic commander and statesman, and the first Bulgarian le'^isla- 
tor, the Bulgarians routed the Avars m th- west and in 811 
dealt Byzantium the greatest blow it had ever suffered until 
that day The tmperor Nicephotous 1 fell in the bailie 
By the middle of (he 9lh century Bulgaria bordered on the 
Ruer Tisra in the north wc't, on (he Carpathian Mountains 
in the north, on the Dnieper in the east, on ihc Adriatic Sea 
in the South west and on the Rhodopes in the south 

The adoption of Christianity as the official state 
religion in the reicn of Koyar Botis (S52-8S9) did much to 
iron out tne religious differences between Slass and Ptoto- 
Bulgarians The Slasonic script, evolved by the Salonica 
brothers Cyril and Methodius m 855 and introduced into 
Bulcaria after 885 by their di ciples, gave a strong impetus 
to Bulgaria s socio-economic and cultural development 
Bulgaria was the first European country vv hich introduced 
the popular language of the people into liter iture 

Under Tsar Simeon (893-927) the Bulgarian state reached 
the zenith of its power, territorial expansion and cultural 
precress During this Golden Age of Bulgarian Letters, 
BuJeam b-'sro- the centre of Slavojwc JjWjjJuw o.-yj cuirure 
Preslav was now the capital of the country, where the first 
Bulgarian writ'cs, John the Exarch, Konstantin Prcstavski 
and Chernorizets (the Sfonk) llarabr lived and vvorked 
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The long exhausting wars with the Byzantines, the 
intermcine struggle between the feudal lords, and the impove* 
rishment of the people greatly weakened the Bulgarian state 
Dissatisfaction was rife among the oppressed masses and 
their hatred of the ruling class'*s found expression in the 
Bogomil movement, so named after the priest Bogomil, its 
foremost preacher Bogomilism was one of the first socio* 
political movements in Europe against the feudal lords, the 
official church and private property It penetrated Asia 
Minor, Serbia and Bosnia, France and Italy under the name 
ofCathari, Albigenses and Waldenses. 

Taking advantage of the decline of the country, the 
Byzantines resumed their aggressive wars against Bulgaria 
and 10 972 succeeded in subjugating her eastern provinces. 
Western Bulgaria with Ohrid as its capital, fought for her 
independence until lOSl under Tsar Samouil, a remarkable 
commander and statesman 

2 The Second Bulgarian Stale 

In 1187, under the pressure of a powerful popular 
uprising under the leadership of the brothers Peter and Assen, 
Byzantium recognized the independence of the Bulgarian 
territories north of the Balkan Range Thus the foundations 
of the Second Bulgarian State were laid, with Turnovo as its 
capital In the reign of Assen and Peters energetic young 
brother Tsar Kaloyan (1197-1207), the Bulgarian people 
liberated almost all (he territories which were still under 
Byzantine rule E-istern Moesia, Thrace, Macedonia and the 
region of Belgrade On April 14, 1205, Kaloyan s cavalry 
routed the Crusaders at Adnanople (today Edirne) and took 
captive their Emperor Baldwin of Flanders 

Bulgaria reached ihe zenith of her power under Tsar 
Ivan Assen II (1218-1241) becoming the strongest state in 
South Eastern Europe 

Under Ivan Assen s successors Bulgaria again declined 
In 1277 a mass peasant anti feudal uprising broke out It was 
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headed by the peasant swmelieatd Ivailo Burdokva The 
insurgents seized Turnovo and Ivailo was proclaimed Tsar 

After the defeat of the uprising, the central power 
weakened in Bulgaria while that of the boyar nobility was 
greatly strengthened Bulgaria failed to resist the pressure 
of the Ottoman invaders After a difficult seige, the Ottomans 
captured the capital Turnovo m 1393, and in 1396 the whole 
of Bulgaria was subjugated, becoming a province of the 
Ottoman Empire 

The hardest period in the history of the Bulgarian 
people began now The Ottoman conquerors oppressed the 
population most tiueUy The monasteries, churches and 
libraries of the First and Second Bulgarian States were dest 
royed or burnt wholesale 

However, the Bulgarian people did not give in Armed 
uprisings and rebellious broke out throughout the country, 
and they were always quelled with great cruelty 

3 The People's NatiooaULiberatton MoTement in 
the ISih and 19th Centuries (Bnlgana's Liberation) 

During the second half of the 18th century, an organised 
struggle for national and social liberation developed m 
Bulgaria 

The first ideologist of the National Revival was the 
monk Paissii of Hilendar (1732-1798) In 1762 he wrote the 
the Slav Bu/gflncn Outcry, which was an ardent appeal to 
the Bulgarian people to preserve their tongue and national 
consciousness and to fight for a national revival and 
liberation 

Under the influence of the ideas of this Revival, a 
powerful movement for education developed among the 
Bulgarian people in the first half of the 19th century The 
struggle for religious independence from the Greek Partiar 
chate also came to the fore The Greek Church had been 
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tyring to impose a spntual yoke on the Bulgarian people and 
to force them to accept the Greek language ofiicially 

In the sixties and sesenties of last century the Bulgarian 
Revival reached us culmination in a powerful national 
revolutionary mavement for the complete liberation of 
Bulgaria from Ottoman bondage 

The ideologist and organiier of that movement was 
Georgi Sava Rakovski (1821-1867) He created the Bulgarian 
Legion, the first armed force of the national revolution, 
which took an active part in the revolt of the Serbs against 
Ottoman oppression Rakomski advocated a revolution that 
would be kindled by armed detachments organised abroad 
which would be taken into Bulgaria This tactics did not 
prove adequate 

New methods of revolutionary struggle were worked out 
by Vassil Levski (1837-1873), a consistent revolutionary and 
democrat He argued the need of setting up revolutionary 
committees to prepare a general uprising inside the country 

In 1869 Vassi! Levski and Lyuben Karavelov, another 
outstanding figure of the Bulgarian Revival, a revolutionary, 
a writer and democrat, founded a Bulgarian Secret Revolu 
tionary Committee in a Bucharest, which headed the national 
liberation movement 

Vassil Levski returned to Bulgaria where the created 
Internal Secret Revolutionary Organisation with numerous 
local committees But at the height of the preparations 
for a people’s revolution he was betrayed, arrested by the 
Turks and hanged in Sofia in 1873 

After Levski's execution, the fiery poet and great revo- 
lutionary democrat and utopian socialist, Hnsto Botev 
(1848-1876), took his place and headed the struggle 

The people s aspirations for freedom and independence 
culminated in the heroic April Uprising in 1876 In spite of 
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the unmatched heroism and selflessness of the insurrectionist, 
the uprising was put down with great cruelty However, 
the April Uprising shook the foundations of the Ottoman 
Empire. The most renowned scientists, writers, journalists 
and public figures like Victor Hugo, Tolstoy, Dostoevsky, 
Garibaldi, Darwin, Mendeleev and Mac Gahin raised their 
voices m defence of Bulgaria s just cause A national wide 
movement for the liberation of the Bulgarian brothers was 
launched in Russia 

In April 1877, Russia declared war on Turkey, a war 
which ended in the defeat of the Ottoman army On March 

3, 1878, Turkey signed the Treaty of San Stefano, declaring 
her surrended and acknowledging Bulgaria s independence 

4. Bulgaria under Capitalist Role (1878-1944) 

The Russo*Turki$h War of Liberation not only delivered 
the Bulgarian people from foreign bondage, but also put an 
end to the Ottoman military feudal system Conditions were 
created for the uchappened capitalist development of the 
country The building of railway lines, ports and industrial 
enterprises was put in hand Foreign capital penetrated the 
country more and more, placing its economy m a state of 
dependence 

The development of capitalism and the extension of 
trade among the Balkans countries were delayed, however, 
because Macedonia, Thrace, Kossovoand Albania still re 
mained under Ottoman domination 

In 1912 Bulgaria, Greece, Serbia and Montenegro for 
med the Balkan Alliance and opened hostilities against 
Turkey In only 25 days Turkey was defeated and forced 
to sue for peace Action against the Turks had hardly 
stopped, however, when differences arosu between the allies 
Against the will of the Balkan peoples the Interallied War 
June-July 1913 broke out The Bulgarian army had to 
fight the armies of Greece, Serbia and Montenegro At the 
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same time the Turkish and Ruminian armies also invaded 
Bulgaria The Bulgarian government had to ask for a 
cessation of hostilities. 

Tsar Ferdinand (enthroned in 1887) plunged Bulgaria 
into the First World War (1915-18) on the side of Germany, 
with the hope of recovering the territories lost after the 
Balkan War The first World War caused untold sulTerings 
to the Bulgarian people The economy was damaged and 
industry suffered a crisis, while the profiteers took advantage 
of the war to pile up riches through shady deals 

In September 1918 the soldiers masses rose in arms, 
routed the military headquarters, and proclaimed Bulgaria 
a republic The insurrectionists went as far as the outskirts 
of Sofia But here the government forces defeated 
them with the aid of German units Although it was put 
down, the mutiny speeded up Bulgaria s withdrawal from the 
war and forced Tsar Ferdinand to abdicate in favour of his 
son Boris III and to leave the country 

The Bulgarian Agrarian Union, headed by Alexa-ider 
Stamboliiski, came to power into complex and difficult situa 
tion after the First World War Stamboliiski began to 
carry out social reforms 

But his enemies, together with Tsar Boris, formed a 
secret fascist organization and staged a military fascist coup 
defeat on June 9, 1923 A cabinet w is formed headed by 
Alexander Tsankov, leader of the fascists Alexander Siam 
boluski was captured and sasagely assassinated 

A period of unprecedented terror set in Thousands of 
communists, workers and peasants were imprisoned and 
brought to trial Under the circumstances the Communist 
Party had no recourse but to resort to a mass revolutionary 
armed struggle, as a legitimate means of self defence from 
fascism run amuck 
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In September 1923 the Bulgarnn people rose in an 
armed struggle The uprising lasted two weeks This first 
anti fascist uprising m the world was put down with unpre 
cedented cruelty Over 20,000 workers, peasants and 
representatives of the peoples intelligentsia were shot, 
hanged or burnt alive Thousands of others were arrested, 
tortured and imprisoned. Thousands were forced to flee 
the country 

The fascist terror failed to intimidate tne people The 
struggle assumed even broader proportions and a more mass 
character In the Parliament Elections of 1931, the people 
voted for the Naroden Bloc, a coalition of bourgeois parties 
which had not been involved in the fascist crimes The 
Naroden Bloc government was in power until 1934, when the 
reactionary forces established aod undisguished fascist dicta' 
torship by means of a coup d etat The last vestiges of 
bourgeois democracy were done away with All political 
parties were banned 

In this period, Georgi Dimitrov s historic victory over 
the nazis m Germany at the Reichstage Fire Trial in Leip 
zing (1933), played an important role in rallying the people s 
masses and strengthening the antifascist movement At this 
trial, from being one of the accused, the great son of the 
Bulgarian people a>sumed the part of an accuser With 
tremendous power he unmasked the barbarous anti popular 
and militaristic nature of fascism and called upon the masses 
to unite in an struggle against war and fascism 

The treacherous attack of nazi Germany on the Soviet 
Union in June 22, 1941, and Bulgarians joining the Tripartite 
Pact provoked a powerful wave of indignation and protest 
among the masses Two day after the attack of the nazi 
troops against the Soviet Union, the Communist Party m 
Bulgaria took the course of an armed struggle against the 
nazi occupiers and iheir Buleatian stooges Combat groups 
were organized in the towns and in many villages for 
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wrcLking and subversive actions Partisan detachments were 
formed in many rei,ions of the country 

In 1942, on the initiative of George Dimitrov, the 
Fatherland Front was founded, uniting all progressive and 
democratic parties and persons in the fight against fascism, 
to save Bulgaria 

In 1943 the revolutionary movement in Bulgaria 
assumed a mass character New partisan detachments and 
combat groups were formed A general headquarter of the 
People s Liberation Army was set up to guide the partisan 
movement, and the country was divided into 12 operational 
zones 


An army of 100,000 and special gendarmeria units were 
sent against the partisan detachments In the battles, 9415 
men and women partisan* died, and 20,070 of their helpers 
were shout or burnt alive without a trial by the fascists 
Dozens or thousands of fighters perished in prisons and con- 
centration camps More than 20,000 fighters passed 
through the police inferno, and 2,139 houses of anti-fascists 
were burnt down 

In 1944 the partvsan detachments grew into brigades 
The partisans fought bloody b-ttlcs with the fasust army 
and gend armerie, and captured police headquarters and 
villages 

5 Bulgaria along the road to Socialism 

In August, 1944 on the instructions of Georgi Dimitrov, 
the Fatherland Front proceeded to a direct preparation of 
the peoples uprising which was to overthrow the fascist 
government in Bulgaria 

In the first days of Scplcmber, 1944, the working people 
in Sofia, Pernik and other towns declared a general political 
strike The partisan detachments and brigades occupied 
many villages, setting up the rule of the Fatherland Front 
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in whole regions In a number of towns the masses broke 
down the gates of the prisons and set free the political 
prisoners 

On September S the Soviet forces entered Bulgaria s 
territory and were welcomed as liberators with bread and 
salt according to the national custom 

The decisive blow against the monarcho fascist govern 
ment was struck in the night of the 8th of September in 
Sofia The people rose in arms and together with the parti 
san detachments and tne army units which had passed over 
to the side of the people, captured the capital and arrested 
the regents and the government A Fatherland Front govern 
ment was set up That same day power pa'sed into the 
hands of the Fatherland Front throughout the country The 
fascist rulers and hangmen were arrested, and the nazi deta 
chments on Dulganao soil were disarmed A People s Mill 
tary was set up 

The Fathetland From Government declared war on 
nazi Germany The new Bulgarian army, consisting of 
450,000 soldiers, cut off the retreat of the nazi forces in 
YogosUvia along the valley of the Rivet Vardat and Morave 
in victorious battles In December 1944, the First Bulgarian 
Army 130,000 strong, took up positions along the Rivers 
Sava and Drava in Yugoslavia Early m 1945 the Army 
launched an all out offensive, fought heavy battles with the 
nazis at the River Drava and Lake Balaton and early 
in May reached the Alps near the town of Klagenfurt There 
is met with detachments of the British Army advancing 
from the West In the war to defeat nazi Germany, the 
Bulgarian people lost some 32000 killed at the front Bui 
garia was recognized as a cobelligerent 

Immediately after the triumph of the people s revolu 
tion on September 9, 1944, the 'tate apparatus in the centre 
and locally was reconstructed and purged of all fascist ele 
ments All fascist organizations were disbanded and banned 
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All fascist and antbpopular laws were repe lUed. The new 
government restored and guaranteed the people's political 
rights and freedoms, the right to organization and associ* 
aiior. The w idest possible participation of the masses in 
politiLal and culturat life and m the country’s administration 
was ensured 

At the referendum held in September 1946 the overwhel- 
ming majority of the people (927 percent) voted to abolish 
the monarchy Bulgaria became a People’s Republic. 

In October 1946 elections were held for the Grand 
National Assembly The Communist Party won more than 
half of the seats in the elections. In general, three quarters 
of the deputies belonged to the Fatherland Front. The newly- 
established government of the Fatherland Front was headed 
by the generally ackaowiedged leader of the Bulgarian 
people, Georg! Dimitrov. The government implemented 
important poliucal and economic measures which definitely 
led the country out on the socialist road. 

A progressive income tax was introduced. A stale 
monopoly of trade in alcholic beverages and tobacco and 
state control over private commercial firms was established. 
Insurance was nationalized A land reform was earned out, 
limiting the private ownership of land and placing it at the 
disposal of thousands of landless and poor peasant house- 
holds With the assistance of the state, the work of building 
up CO operative farms in the villages was put in hand. 

On December 5, 1947, the Grand National Assembly 
adopted the constitution of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, 
which legally consolidated the gams of the Bulgarian people 
and secured the country’s development along the socialist 
road 

Industry, banks, mines and large urban property was 
nationalized A planned construction of a socialist economy 
got under way 
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In the period between 1949 and 1970, a modern large 
scale industry was created in Bulgaria, and the farms was 
merged into larger units Industrial production in 1970 mere 
ased 36 times in comparison with 1939, and agricultural 
output rose by 2 4 times above the prewar level The nat 
lonal income marked a 5 5-fold increase, as a result of which 
the living standards and culture of the people were also 
substantially improved 

In this period the socialist sector became master of the 
whole nation economy The socialist sector accounts for 
99 6 per cent of industrial output, 99 7 per cent of agricul 
tural production and 99 9 per cent of retail trade Over 99 6 
per cent of Bulgaria s national income is generated by the 
socialist sector 

As a result of the economic changes, radical changes also 
took place in the class structure of society, which is now 
composed of two friendly classes that of the workers and 
that of the cooperative farmers, with which the peoples 
intelligentsia is indissolubly linked 

Socialism, the new social system, has gained a final 
victory in Bulgaria 
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SOCIO-POLITICAL AND 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
STRUCTURE OF THE STATE 

TThe People s Republic, of 
Bulgaria is a sovereign soci 
alist state, which ladepcnd 
eotly determines its dome* 
Stic and foreign policy It 
was established as the natural 
result of the revolutionary 
struggles of the working 
people against nazism and 
fascism The'e struggles were 
crowned with success in 1944 
People s democracy became 
the political form of organi 
zed society 

CONSTITUTION 

The Constitution of the 
People s Republic of Bulgaria 
IS the fundamental law which 
reflects and gives legal san 
ction to the social, economic 
and politiLUl foundations of 
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the people's democratic state order* the system and principles 
underlying the organisation* functions and competence of the 
state organs* the basic rights and duties of the citizens and 
the electoral system. 

The Constitution proclaims national ownership as the 
economic foundation of the state. AH natural resources, 
above and under ground, all sources of power, railway and 
air communications, post offices, telegraphs, telephones, 
radio-broadcasting and television are state-owned, i. e. the 
property of all the people. 

Along with state ownership, the Constitution protects 
co-operative ownership and promotes co-operative associ- 
ations 

The Constitution also recognizes private property rights. 
The state protects personal property, acquired through work 
and saving, as well as the right to inherit it 

In the case of land ownership, the Constitution pro- 
claims the principle that (he land belongs to those who till it. 
Large privately-owned estates are not allowed. Home and 
foreign trade are in the hands of the state. 

Work is recognized as (he fundamental social and 
economic factor and is under slate protection 

The Constitution of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria 
is based on the principle. All power derives from the people 
and belongs to the people In other words, the people are the 
sole masters m their country and no one else can stand above 
them They alone are the holders of state power. Power is 
vested in representative slate bodies, which are elected dire- 
ctly by the people. 

Deputies in all representative bodies are responsible to 
their electors and may be recalled before the expiry of 
their term. 
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CREATION & AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION 
Article 143 

1 A new constitution is adopted and the Constitution 
in force IS amended on proposal of the State Council, the 
government, or at least one quarter of the national represent 
atives 

2 The draft of a new Constitution nnd the bill for the 
amendment of the Consiilution in force are placed on the 
agenda not earlier than one month and not later than three 
months after being submitted to the National Assembly 

3 They shall be adopted if two thirds of all national 
representatives vote in favour of them 

4 The new Constitution and the bill for the amend 
ment of the Constitution in force enter into force from the 
day of their publication in the Ofneta] Gazette 
Provisional Stipulation 

The presidium of the Fifth National Assembly shall 
implement the rights of the State Council until the election of 
a State Council by the next National Assembly 

The present Constitution of the People s Republic of 
Bulgaria was adopted in a national referendum on May 16, 
1971 and was solemnly proclaimed on May IS. 1971 by the 
Fifth National Assembly dutmg its Idih session 

SOCIO POLITICAL STRUCTURE OF THE STATE 

Articles 1 to 12 of the Bulgarian Constitution speaks 
of the SOCIO political structure of the state 

Art 1 

1 The People s Republic of Bulgaria is a socialist 
state of the working people from town and country, headed 
by the working class 

2 The guiding force in society and the state is the 
Bulgarian Communist Party 
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3 The Bulgarian Communist Party heads the conslru 
ction of an advanced socialist society m the People’s Republic 
of Bulgaria in close fraternal co operation with the Bulgarian 
Agrarian Union 

Art 2 

1 All power m the People s Republic of Bulgaria 
stems from the people and belongs to the people 

2 The people implement this power through freely 
elected representative bodies— a National Assembly and 
people s councils — or directly 

Art 3 

1 The state serves the people by 

Defending their interest and socialist gams, 

Guiding the nations planned socio economic, deve 
lopment, 

Creating conditions for a constant improvement of the 
well being, education and health services of the people, as 
well as for the all round promotion science and culture, 

Securing man s free development, guaranteeing his 
rights and protecting bis dignity. 

Organizing the defence of the nations independence, 
sovereignty and territorial intergrity. 

Developing and cemenimg friendship, cooperation and 
mutual assistance with (he Union of Soviet Socniist Republics 
and the other socialist countries. 

Pursuing a policy or peace and understanding with all 
countries and peoples 

2 In implementing its tasks, the state relies ever more 
widely on the public organizations 

Art 4 

1 The mam lines in the development of the state in 
the construction of an advanced socialist society are. 
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constant broadening of democracy, 

improvement of the organization and activities of the 
state apparatus, 

acceleration of the peoples control over the work of 
the state bodies 

2 The socialist stale shill promote the evolution of 
the socialist society into i communist society 

Aft 5 

The main principles on which the poliltcil system of 
society IS based and functions are national sovereignty, unity 
of power, democratic cetralism» socialist democracy, legality 
and socialist mternaiionnlism 

Art 6 

1 The representative bodies are elected on the basts 
of universal equal and direct suffrage, by secret ballot 

2 The mandite of the National Assembly is five years 
and of the people s councils, two and a half years 

3 Electors and eligible ire all citizens of the Peoples 
Republic of Dulgaria who have completed eighteen years of 
age, irrespective of ex nationality, race, creed, education, 
occupation, official or social status and property status, with 
the exception of tliose placed under complete tutellage 

4 The order of electing the representative bodies shall 
be determined by lavv 


Art 7 

1 The national representatives and the councillots are 
responsible and report to their electorate They may be 
recalled before the expiry of the term for which they were 
elected 

2 The recall of national representatives takes place 
by decision of the electorate taken in the order established 
by law 
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Art 8 

1 The People s Republic of Bulgaria is governed stri 
ctly in accordance with the Constitution and the laws of the 
country 

2 Strict observance of the Constitution and the laws 
IS a basic duty of all state bodies, officials, public organisat 
ions and citizens 

3 The consolidation of legality and the preient/Ofi of 
crimes and violations of the laws is a duty of the state public 
organisations and citizens 

Art 9 

1 The rights, liberties and obligations provided in the 
Constitution are ezerciscd and implemented on the basis of tnc 
latter, except when it stipulates that the conditions and order 
of their implementation shall be determined by the law 

2 Rights and liberties cannot be exercised to the 
detriment of public interest 

Art 10 

1 The public organisations rally and enlist the differ 
ent strata of the population in socialist construction, express 
and defend their specific interests and work for raising their 
socialist consciousness 

2 The public organisations collaborate over more 
closely with the state bodies in the implementation of 
their tasks 

3 The public organisations also perform the state 
functions transferred to them with their consent 

Art II 

The Fatherland Front is an embodiment of the alliance 
of the working class, the toiling peasants and the people s 
intelbgtntsn It K the social support of the people s rule, 
a mass school for the patriotic and communist education of 
the population and for cnluting the working people in the 
government of the country 
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Art 12 

The People s Republic of Bulgaria forms p irt oflhe 
world socialist community, which IS one of the main condi 
tions for Its independence and all round development 

SOCIO ECONOMIC STRUCTURE 

Articles 13 to 33 of the Constitution are related to the 
SOCIO economic structure of the State 

Alt 13 

1 The economic system of the People s Republic of 
Bulgaria is socialist It is based on the public ownership of 
the means of production precluded the exploitation of man 
by man and develops into a communist economy in a planned 
manner 

2 The development of the social economy underlies 
the '\11 round progress of society and of the free individual, 
the broadening of socialist democracy, the people s well being 
and the upswing of (he country 

3 The economy of the Peoples Republic of Bulgaria 
develops as part of the world socialist economn. system 

Art 14 

The forms of ownership in the People s Republic of 
Bulgaria are state (all people s) ownership, cooperative 
ownership ownership of the public organisations and private 
ownership 

Art 15 

1 State (all people s) ownership is a supreme form of 
socialist ownership ind constitutes an integral fund It deter 
mines the socialist character of the ownership of the cooper 
ative and public organi«atiors and enjoys special protection 

2 The forms of state ownership y adually develop and 
draw closer tognher eventually to evolve into a unified 
ownership of all the people 
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Art 16 

1 Plants and factories, banks, subsoil wealth, natural 
sources of power, nuclear energy, forests, pastures, waters, 
roads, railway, water and air transport, posts, telegraphs, 
telephones, broadcasting and television are state (all people s) 
ownership 

2. In cases stipulated by the law, the cooperatives and 
public organisations may possess means of production and 
other property 

Art 17 

I The state implements its right of ownership by 
setting up economic and other organisations and partiupatcs 
in state»cooperative enterprises to which it grants property 
to be managed and administered, as well as through the 
activity of these organisations aimed at implementing their 
granted or acquired rights 

2. The state may grant cooperative and public orga 
nisations and to citizens the right to use certain state 
property 

3 The utilization of forests, pastures, waters and 
quarries by cooperative organisations and citizens shall be 
regulated by law 

Art 18 

The state economic organisations implement their acti- 
vity in accordance w uh the principles of cost accounting 

Art 19 

1 Cooperitive ownership bcloncs to the collective of 
working people, voluntary united for the joint performance 
of economic activities, to cooperative unions and inter coope- 
rative organizations 

2 The richt of loopera nc ownership is exercised in 
the interest of society and of the cooperalots 
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Art 20 

1 The ownership of the public organisations serves 
for the achievement of their aims, including the implementa 
tion of the activities transferred to them by state bodies, as 
well as for the satisfaction of public interests 

2 The public organisations may perform economic 
activities in accordance with their aims in cases permitted by 
the law 


Art 21 

1 The citizens of the People s Republic of Bulgaria 
enjoy the right of private ownership over property and 
objects for meeting their own needs and those of their 
families 

2. Private ownership are also the petty meins of 
production and the output of the families of cooperative 
farmers and other working people from the land, placed at 
their disposal for personal use, as well as the petty means of 
production used by the working people for the performance 
of other auxiliary activities lod the output from them The 
kind and number of the petty means of production which 
may be owned in an auxiliary farm shall be determined by 
law 

3 The state concedes the right of construction on 
state land grants credits, so as to meet the housing needs of 
the working people 

4 The state protects private properly acquired by 
personal work and in any other lawful manner including 
savings 

5 The right of private ownership may be entailed or 
restricted only by a law or with the consent of the owner 

6 Citizens may not exercise their right of private 
ownership and their other property rights to the detriment 
of public interest 
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Alt 22 

1 The state directs the national ei-onomy and the 
other spheres of public life on the basis of unified plans for 
socio economic development with a view to meeting ever 
more fully the constantly growing material and cultural needs 
of the citizens 

2 In this activity, the state relies on the initiative and 
the constructive activities of the work forces, rese-irch insti 
tuies and public organizations and makes use of moral 
stimuli and collective and individual material incentives 

3 In elaborating and implementing the socio economic 
development plans, the state makes effective use of the 
achievements of science and technology, the labour and 
material resources and the advantages of the international 
socialist division of labour 

4 The state budget is drawn upon the basis of the 
national socio ei.onomiC development phn 

Aft 23 

1 The state eni-ourages the cooperatives and their 
unions and promotes their activities 

2 The state renders all round assistance to the coope< 
rative farms 

Art 24 

The work forces participate directly and through 
bodies elected by them in the management of the economy 
Art 25 

The citizens may engage m farming, artisan and other 
economic activities with their personal work and with the 
labour of the members of their families, under conditions 
determined by the law The law determines what means of 
production may be owned by these citizens 
Art 26 

I Copyrights of works of science, literature and art, 
as well as the rights of inventors and innovators are protec* 
ted by the state 
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2 The state» cooperative and public organizations 
create conditions conducive to the development of the 
creative activity and to using the works of authors, inventors 
and innovators for the economic and cultural progress of 
society 

3 Authors, inventors and innovators may not use 
their rights in any way counter to the public interest 

Art 27 

The right of inberilante is recognized and guaranteed 
Art 28 

The state may expropriate or restrict the right of 
ownership over the property of citizens, cooperatives and 
public organizations for state and public needs against fair 
compensation The order of expropriation and the way of 
indemnifications are determined by law 

Art 29 

1 The state may be granted by law th» exclusive right 
to engage in a certain economic activity 

2 Foreign trade is an exclusive right of the state 

Art 30 

1 The land as a basic natural resource andm eans of 
production is guarded and utilised m a manner most useful 
to society 

2 The cooperative farms use grotiously the lands 
pooled by the cooperators, by other persons and organiza 
tions or placed at their disposal by the state 

3 The destination of arable farm lands, pastures and 
forests may be changed in the order established by law 

Art 31 

The state bodies and enterprises, the cooperatives and 
public organizations as well as very citizen, are duty bound 
to protect and preserve nature and natural resources, the 
water, air and soil, as well as the cultural monuments 
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Alt 32 

1 Labour is a basic socioccoaomic factor 

2 The socialist principle “From each according to his 
abilities, to each according to his work is valid m the 
People s Republic of Bulgaria The social welfare funds for 
meeting the needs of the citizens ate continuously increasing 

3 The state attends to the raising of the qualiGcations 
and know how of the citizens labour protection is regulated 
by law 

Art 33 

1 The state promotes science and technology with a 
view to securing a scientihc management of society, scientific 
and technical progress and all round economic and cultural 
advance 

2 The state bodies, economic and other organizations 
and all citizens are duty bound to introduce the achieve 
ments of science and technology m all fields of public life 



3 

RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS 
OF THE CITIZENS 


The Constitution provides 
that all citizens are equal 
before the law and have equal 
rights and obligations Nati 
onality, origin, creed or 
property status confer no 
privileges 

THE CONSTITUTION 
GUARANTEES TO ALL 
BULGARIAN CITIZENS 
the right to work, the right to 
holidays, pensions and social 
insurance, the right to free 
medical aid, care for the 
edcuation of youth, freedom 
of conscience and of religion, 
the right to form associations, 
the freedom and inviolability 
of the individual, the inviola 
bility of the home, the secret 
of correspondence, the right 
to file requests and petitions. 
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protection for the family, protection for Bulgarian citizens 
abroad 

Articles 34 to 65 spealc in detail the basic rights and 
obligations of the citizens 


Art 34 

Bulgarian citizenship is acquired and lost in the order 
established by law 


Art 35 

1 All citizens of the People s Republic of Bulgaria are 
equal before the law 

2 No privilege or limitations of rights based on natio* 
nabty, ongin, creed, sex, race, education, social and material 
status are allowed 

3 The state secures the equably of the citizens by 
creating conditions and opportunities for the exercise of their 
rights and the fulfilment of their obligations 

4 The propagation of bate or humiliation of man 
because of race, national or religious affiliation is forbidden and 
shall be punishable 


Art 36 

Women and men enjoy equal rights in the People s 
Republic of Bulgaria 


Art 37 

Mothers enjoy special protection and care on behalf of 
the state, the economic and public organizations, including 
paid leave of absence before and after childbirth free obste- 
tric and medical care, maternity homes, alleviation in her 
MOik, extension of the network of children s establishments, 
of the enterprises for communal services and public catering 

Art 38 

1 Marriage and the family are protected by the state 
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2 Civil marriage alone is legal 

3 The spouses have equal rights and obligations m 
marriage and m the family Parents have the right and 
obligation to attend to the upbringing of their children and 
to their communist education 

4 Children born out of wedlock enjoy equal rights 
With those born in wedlock 


Art 39 

1 The education of the young people in a communist 
spirit for society as a whole 

2 The family, school, the slate bodies and public 
organizations devote special care for the intellectual, moral, 
aesthetic, cultural and physical development of the young 
people, their labour training and polytechnieal education 

3 Youth enjoys special protection 

Art 40 

J Citizens have the right to work 

2 Every citizen os the right freely to choose his 
profession 

3 The Slate guarantees the right to work by develo 
ping the socialist socio economic system 

Art 41 

1 Work IS remunerated in accordance with its quantity 
and quality 

2 Working people have the right to labour safety, 
which IS secured by the introduction of the achievements of 
science and technology 


Art 42 

1 hAve the eight, to a. h/ab/ixy 

2 This right is secured by reducing their working days 
without diminishing their payor infringing upon other labour 
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rights, by annual paid leave and by a wide network of holiday 
houses, clubs, library clubs, houses of culture and other 
places for rest and recreation 

Art 43 

1 Citizens have the right to insurance, pensioning and 
assistance in case of incapacity for work due to sickness, 
accident, maternity, disablemeot, old age or death and when 
bringing up a child, as well as to allowances in the cases 
established by law 

2 This right IS implemented by a unified system of 
social security and by setting aside the necessary funds from 
the national income for financing the insurances 

3 The insured lake part m the management of social 
security 

Art. 44 

Minor, underage, incapacitated and old people, who 
have no relatives or have been deprived of the care of their 
relatives, enjoy the special protection of the state and of 
society 

Art 45 

1 Citizens are entitled to free education in all types 
and grades of educational establishments under conditions 
determined by law 

2 The educational establishments belong to the state 

3 Education is based on the achievements of modern 
science and the Marmst-Lenismsl ideology 

4 Primary education is compulsory 

5 The state creates conditions for the introduction of 
secondary education for all 

6 The state promotes education, improves the genera! 
conditions for work at the educational establishments, grants 
scholarships and encourages students who have displayed 
particular gifts 
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7 Citizens of non-Bulgarian extraction, in addition to 
the compulsory study of the Bulgarian language are entitled 
to study also their own language 

Art 46 

1 Creativeness in the field of science, art and culture 
serves the people and develops in a communist spirit 

2 The state devotes particular care to the promotion 
of science, art and culture by settingup higher educational 
establishments, research institutions, publishing houses, 
libraries museums, art galleries, theatres, cinemas, radio and 
television 


Art 47 

1 The state devotes all round care to the people s 
health by organising therapeutic, preventive and other health 
establishments and services 

2 The state and the public organizations disseminate 
health education and culture among the people and promote 
physical culture and hiking 

3 Every citizen is entitled to free medical care 

4 The state and the public organizations devote special 
care to the health of children and adolescents 

Art 4S 

1 The freedom and inviolability of the person are 
guaranteed 

2 No one can be detained for more than 24 hours 
without a decision of the court or the public prosecutor 

Art 49 

The home is inviolable Without the consent of the 
dweller no one can enter the dwellii\g or its jiremises.. nor 
make a search there, except in the cases and under the condi* 
tions stipulated in the law 



RIGHTS & OBLIGATIONS OF THE CITIZENS • 31 


Art 50 

Every Citizen his the right of defence against unlawful 
interference in his personal or family life and infringement 
upon his honour and good name 

Art 51 

The secret of correspondance, telephone conversations 
and telecommunications is inviolable except in case of 
mobilization, martial law or when authorized by the court or 
the public prosecutor 


Art 52 

1 Citizens may form organization for political, profe 
ssional, cultural, artistic, scientific, religious, sports and other 
non economic purposes 

2 Citizens may join coopetauves for common 
economic activity 

3 Organization directed against the socialist system 
of the people s Republic of Bulgaria and the rights of the 
citizens, uhich propagate a fascist or other antidemocratic 
ideology, are prohibited 

4 The public organizations and cooperatives may form 
unions or other associations 

Art 53 

1 The citizen s are guaranteed freedom of conscience 
and of creed They may perform religious rites and conduct 
anti religious propaganda 

2. The church is separate from the state 

3 The legal status and questions concerning the mate 
rial support, (he right of inner structure and self government 
of the dilTerent religious communities are regulated by law 

4 The misuse of the church and religion for political 
purposes, as well as the setting up of political organizations 
on a religious basis, are prohibited 
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5 Religion is no justification for refusing to fulfil 
duties imposed by the Constitution or the laws 

Art 54 

1 Citizens enjoy freedom of speech, press, meetings, 
associations and demonstrations 

2 These freedoms are guaranteed by placing the 
necessary material conditions for the purpose at the disposal 
of the citizens 

Art 55 

Citizens have the right to make requests, appeals and 
motions This right is implemented in the order established 
by law 

Art 56 

1 The state is responsible for the damaged caused by 
unlawful acts or unlawful ofllcial action of its bodies or 
officials 

2 Every citizen has the right to demand court procee 
dings to be started against officials for crimes committed 
while performing their duties 

$ Citizens have the right, in accordance with the 
conditions established by law, to be indemnified by officials 
for damaged inflicted on them by the unlawful execution of 
their duties 

Art 57 

Bulgarian citizens abroad enjoy the protection of the 
People s Republic of Bulgaria and are obliged to fulfil their 
duties towards it 

Art 58 

Citizens are duty bound strictly and in good faith to 
observe and abide by the Constitution and the laws of the 
country. 

Art 59 

1 Every able bodied citizen is obliged to do socially 
useful work in accordance with his abilities and qualificaiioo 
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2 The fulfilment of the labour obligations is a matter 
of honour for every member of the socialist society 

Art 60 

Citizens are duty bound to guard and increase socialist 
property as an inviolable foundation of the socialist system, 
to cooperative in strengthening the political, economic and 
defensive might of the country in the development of culture 
and the welfare of the people 

Art 61 

1 The defence of the country is a supreme duty and a 
matter of honour for every citizen 

2 Treason and betrayal of the country are the graiest 
crimes against tnc people They are punished with all the 
severity of the law 

Aft 62 

Military service is compulsory for all citizens m accor 
dance with the law 

Art 63 

1 Esery Citizen IS duty bound to help preserve and 
consolidate peace 

2 War incitement and propaganda are prohibited and 
ire punishable by law as grave crimes against peace and 
mankind 

An 64 

The tax obligations of citizens are determined by law 
according to their income and property 

Aft 65 

The People s Republic of Bulgaria grants the right of 
asylum to foreigners persecuted for defending the interests of 
the working people, for participating in the national libera 
tion struggle, for progressive political, scientific and artistic 
activity, for fighting racial discrimin ttion or in defence of 
peace 
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STATE BODIES 


^Democratic centralism, 
which combines the centra* 
bred guidance of scciety with 
the widest participation of 
the masses in state govern* 
ment> is the fundamental prl* 
nctple on which the state 
system rests The political 
foundations of the state 
apparatus in Bulgaria are the 
National Assembly and the 
people’s councils, which are 
elected on the basis of univer- 
sal. equal and direct sutTrage 

THE NATIONAL ASSE- 
MBLY is the supreme organ 
of state power in Bulgaria, 
It is the only supreme body 
which implements the state 
power on a national scale. 

All other supreme state 
bodies (the presidium of the 
National As'embly, the Go- 
vernment, the Supreme Court 
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ind the Chief Public Prosecutor) are appointed and can be 
replaced by the National Assembly at any time 

The Nation'll Assembly determines the guidelines of 
the nation's home and foreign policy, votes the state 
budget and the national economic plans It passes laws, 
takes decisions, and makes declarations The acts passed by 
It are binding on all other state bodies. 

The Presidium of the National Assembly is a standing 
body of state power, elected by (he National Assembly and 
responsible to it 

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS of the Peoples 
Republic of Bulgaria is the supreme body of state govern* 
meet directly or through the ministries, committees and 
deparments established under tt, it guides, coordinates and 
directs all the nations* administrative, economic and cuN 
tural activities, guarantees law and public order, individual 
lights and liberties, and is to charge of foreign policy and 
national defence 

The members of the Government are elected and relea* 
sed from duty by the National Assembly The Government 
IS responsible and reports on its activity to the National 
Assembly 

Bulgaria is divided into 2S districts Every district is a 
separate administcalive and tecntonal unit, within the limits 
of which all political, state, economic and cultural life is 
carried out. Ths territory of every district is divided into 
municipalities-urban and rural 

State leadership and economic management withm the 
districts and municipalities are in the hands of the respective 
people's councils and their executive committees 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Atiitles 66 to 89 of the Constitution are related to the 
National Council 
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An 66 

1 The National Assembly is a supreme representative 
body which expresses the wiU of the people and their sove 
reignty 

2 The National Assembly is a supreme body of state 
power 

Art 67 

The National Assembly combines the legislative and 
executive functions of the stale and exercises supreme control 

Art 68 

The National Assembly consists of ‘tOOmtional repre 
sentalives who are elected m constituencies with an equal 
number of inhabitants 

Art 69 

1 The mandate of the National Assembly ends with 
the expiry of the term for which it was elected 

2 The National Assembly may dissolve nself before 
the expiry of the term of tu mandate In that case it con 
tioues to perform its functions until the election of a new 
National Assembly 

3 If the term of the mandate of the National Assembly 
expires during war time or m other extraordinary circums 
tances, tt may prolong it It may also prolong the term of 
Its mandate if a state of war is declared or if other extra* 
ordinary circumstances set in during elections In those uases 
elections for a new National Assembly are held within six 
months after the causes which necessitited the prolongation 
of its mandate have ceased to exist 

4 The National Assembly may prolong the term of 
Its mandate up to one year for other important reasons too 

ht\ % 

1 Elections for the National Assembly arc held two 
months after the expiry of its mandate at the latest 
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2 The newly elected National Assembly is called to 
session one month after the elections at the latest 

Art 71 

1 The National Assembly is called to sessions by the 
State Council at least three times a year. 

2 The State Council also calls the National Asse 
mWy to session when over one fifth of the national represen 
talives demand it 


Art 72 

The first session of the newly elected National Assembly 
is opened by the eldest national representative Under his 
chairmanship the national representatives elect the president 
and the deputy presidents of the National Assembly 

Art 73 

1 The President of the National Assembly 

(a) Presides over the sessions of the National 
Assembly, 

(b) Submits a draft agenda of the sessions of the 
National Assembly, 

(c) Certified with his signature the text of the 
acts adopted by the National Assembly, 

(d) OrganiLcs the international relations of the 
National Assembly 

2 The President of the National Assembly may 
entrust a Deputy President with the performance of these 
activities 

Art 74 

1 The National Assembly its“lf checks the legality of 
the. eketmas, <iC Uw. aataaiiaJ. cepcesenAatAves. Foe the piitipesA 
at Its first session It elects from among its midst an auditing 
committee, M hich at the second session after the elections at 
the latest comes forward with a conclusions before the 
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National Assembly about theif legality The committee does 
this also in case of by elections of national representatives 

2 When the National Assembly finds thatan election 
was held m violation of the law, it cancels it 

3 The National Representatives take an oath before 
the National Assembly 


Aft 75 

The National Assembly itself establishes its interior 
organization and order of procedure by interior regulations 

Art 16 

1 The National Assembly elects from among its mem* 
bets standing and interira committees as its bodies It directs 
and controls their activity 

2 The committees are responsible for their activity 
and report to the National Assembly 

3 The standing committees help the activity of the 
National Assembly, exercise on its behalf control over the 
ministries and the other departments and the local state 
bodies and help the implementation of the laws and other 
acts adopted by the National Assembly 

4 Interim committees are elected for issues which are 
not permanent in character, as well as for investigations and 
inquiries 

5 All state bodies, officials, public organizations and 
atizens are duty bound to present to the committees all the 
necessary information and documents m (.onnection with their 
work 


Art 77 

AttftmJA'S v'i LbAwl* Vtg.vvJ.aJA'ia if 
the People s Republic of Bulgaria and supreme organizer of 
the planned of social development 
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Art 78 

The National Assembly. 

1 Implements the supreme direction of the state s 
home and foreign policy 

2 Adopts and amends the Constitution 

3 Determines which questions and in what order are 
to be decided by referendum 

4 Adopts, amends and repeals the laws 

5 Take measures for (he application of the laws and 
Its other acts 

6 Adopts the national socio economti. development 
plans and the reports on their fulfilment 

7 Adopts the state budget and the gov ernment report 
on the exercise of the budget for the preceding year 

8 Establishes taxes and fixes their rates It may 
entrust the Council of Ministers with fixing the rates of taxes 
owned by state organizations 

9 Grants amnesty 

10 Decides the qnesuon of the declaration of war and 
the conclusion of peace 

11 Appoints and releases from duty the commander 
in chief of the armed forces 

12 Decides questions about changing the frontiers of 
the People s Republic 

13 Ratified and denounces international agreements 

14 Establishes, closes down, merges and renames 
ministries and other departments of ministernl rank 

It may also form state and public bodies of ministerial 

rank 

15 Determines the tasks and the organization of the 
Stale Council, the Council of Minutcts, the people s councils, 
the courts and the pubhu prosecutor s Office 

Within the system of the Council of Ministers it may 
set up bodies for direction nnd coordination in the govern 
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ment of the stite and may determine the decision of which 
of them have the power of government acts 

16 Elects and releases from duty the State Council, 
the Council of Ministers, tne Supreme Court and the Chief 
Public Prosecutor of the People s Republic 

17 Exercises supreme control over the observance of 
the Consitution and the laws 

18 Exercises supreme control over the activity of the 
stale bodies 

19 It may entrust consenting public organizations 
with the performance of certain state functions 

Art 79 

1 The National Assembly adopts laws, decisions, 
statements and addresses 

2 The laws and decision of the National Assembly 
are Compulsory for all state bodies, public organizations and 
persons 

Aft 80 

1 The right of legislative initiative is vested in the 
State Council, the Council of Ministers, the standing commi 
ttees of the National Assembly the national representatives, 
the Supreme Court and the Chief Public Prosecutor 

2. The public organizations in the person of the Nat 
lonal Council of the Fatherland Front, the General Council 
of Trade Unions, the Central Committee of the Dimitrov 
Young Communist League and the Managing Board of the 
Central Cooperative Union also enjoy the right of legislative 
mititative on questions pertaining to their activities 
Art 81 

The National Assembly can hold a session, if more than 
half of ull national representatives are present 

Its decisions are talcen by an ordinary majority of the 
national representatives present, except when the Constit 
ution requires another majority 
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Art 82 

The sessions of the National Assembly are public, 
except when it decides that important state interests call 
for some of them to be closed sessions 

Art 83 

1 Bills are adopted by being voted twice at different 
sittings After being adopted at the first voting, the bill is 
sent to the respective committees for additional discussions 
before being put forward for a second voting 

2 By decision of the National Assembly, the two 
votings of the bill may. as an exception, take place at one 
sitting and without additional discussion m the committees 

Alt 84 

1 The laws, decisions, statements and addresses adop 
ted by the National Assembly are published by the State 
Council in the Official Gazette not later than ISdays after 
their adoption 

2 The law enters into force three days after its public 
ation, except when another term is specified in the law 

3 The other acts of the National Assembly enter into 
force as soon as adopted by the National Assembly 

Art 85 

1 The National Assembly sees to It that the laws do 
not run counter to the constitution 

2 It alone decides wbctbct a law runs counter to the 
Constitution and whether the conditions for its issue required 
by the Constitution have been observed 

Art 86 

The national representatives are guided m their activity 
by the national interests and by the interests of their elect* 
orate 
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Art 87 

1 The national representatives hive the right to 
address interpellations to the council of Ministers or to any 
of Its members who are obliged to reply 

2 Interpellations made at a session are answered at 
the same session or, by decision of the National Assembly, 
at the following session 

3 Interpell itions made between sessions are answered 
at the following session 

4 If the National Assembly so decides, discussions 
may tale place on the interpellation and a decision may be 
taken 

Art $8 

The National representatives may not be detained and 
penal proceedings may not be started against them, except 
for grave crimes wnd with the authorization of the National 
Assembly and when it t$ not in session, of the State Council 
No authorization for detainment is required when a national 
representative IS caught in the every act of a flagrant crime, 
in which case (he National Assembly and, if it is not in 
session, the State Council is immediately informed 

Art 89 

The national representatives shall not be held penally 
and disciplinanly tesponsiWc for the opinions expressed by 
them and for their voting in the National Assembly 

STATE COUNCIL 

Article 90 to 97 of the Constitution tell us in detail 
about the State Council 

Art 90 

1 The State Council of the Peoples Republic of Bul- 
garia 1 $ a supreme constantly funciionirg body of state 
power, which combines the taking of decisions with their 
implementation 
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7 The State Counul, as a supreme body of the Nat 
lonal Assembly, secures the combination of the legislative 
with the executive activity 

3 It IS responsible and report to the National Assera 
b\y on ns entiie aetwsty 

Art 91 

Within the framework of the Constitution, the State 
Council organized and controls the fulfilment of the basic 
tasks deriving from the laws and decisions of the National 
Assembly, exercises general direction and control over the 
work of the Council of Ministers and the remaining state 
bodies, take decisions and implements executive and admtni 
strative activity on fundamental questions of the state 
government 


Art. 92 

1 The State Council consists of a president, deputy 
presidents, a secretary and members 

2 The National Assembly elects the State Council 
from among the rational representatives at its first session 
With a majority of more than half of all national represent 
atives. 

3 The mandate of the State Council continues until the 
newly elected National Assembly elects a State Council 

4 The members of the Stale Council take an oath 
before the National Assembly 

Art 93 

The State Council 

1 Appoints elections for a National Assembly and 
people’s councils 

2 Appoints the date for holding a referendum when 
there is a decision of the National Assembly on what ques 
tion and in what order the referendum should be held 
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3 Calls the National Assembly whose mandate has 
expired, in order to decide the question of prolonging the term 
of Its mandate 

4 Exercises the right of legislative initiative 

5 Determines what bills introduted into the National 
Assembly should be submitted to nation wide discussion 

6 Publishes the acts adopted by the National Assem 
bly in the Official Gazette 

7 Issues decrees and other juridical acts on the basii^ 
questions deriving from the laws and decisions of the 
National Assembly 

S Interprets the laws and normative decrees which 
are binding for all 

9 Implements the general directions of the defence and 
security of the country 

10 Appoints and releases from duty the members of 
the State Defence Committees 

U Appoints and releases from duty the high comm 
and of the armed forces and awards high military titles 

12 Represents the Peoples Republic of Bulgaria in 
Its international relations 

13 Appoints, recalls and releases from duty, on the 
proposals of the Coum.ll of Ministers, the diplomatic and 
consular representativts of the People s Republic of BulgaTia 
in other countries 

14 Ratifies and denounces Internationa] agreements 

15 Establishes diplomatic and consular ranks 

’A 'trp liT/J. -ifi T?.m 

stenal rank and appoints and releases from duty their heads 

17 Exercises conirol over the activity of the Council 
of Ministers and the heads of the ministries and other depart' 
ments 
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18 E;iercises control over the strict application of the 
laws and other acts of the Notional Assemb y, as well as 
over the acts issued by itself 

19 Repeals the unlawful or irregular act« of the Coun 
cil of Ministers and the heads of the ministries or other 
departments 

20 Repeals the unlawful or irregular acts of the 
people s councils and their executive and administrative bodies 

21 Exercises the right of granting pardon 

22 Remits not collectible debts to the state 

23 Introduces orders and medals and awards them 

24 Introduces honorary titles and bestows them 

25 Sets up and docs away with administrative tern 
tonal units Changes the boundaries of municipalities, town 
wards and districts and determines their administrative 
centres 

26 Grants, restores and deprives of Dulganan citi 
zenship 

n Grants the right of asylum 
An 94 

The State Council, besides the rights with which it is 
\ested in Art 93 during the period between sessions of the 
National Assembly 

1 Implements the general directions of the home and 
foreign policy of the state 

2 In urgent cases amends or supplements individual 
stipulations of the laws by decrees 

Issues decrees on questions of a matter of principal, 
aRecting the executive and administrative activity in the 
state 

The Stale Council submits the decrees issued under this 
paragraph to the National Assembly for approial at its 
foIloMing session 
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3 Hears reports on the work of the Council of Mini 
sters or of any of its members and takes the respective 
decisions 

4 On the proposal of the President of the Council 
of Ministers, releases from duty and appoints individual 
members of the Council of Ministers The State Council is 
duty bound to submit this decision to the National Assembly 
for approval at its next session 

5 Appoints and releases from duty the commander in 
chief of the armed Tories This decision is submitted to the 
National Assembly for approval at its following session 

6 Implements the general direction and coordinates 
the work of the people s councils and the executive and 
administrative bodies of the State 

7 Exercises general control over the activity of the 
Public Prosecutor s Office 

8 Proclaims general or partial mobilization, martial 
law or any other state of emergency 

9 Takes measures for collective defence jointly with 
other countries 

10 Proclaims a state of war in case of an armed 
attack against the Peoples Republic of Bulgaria or in case 
an international obligation for mutual defence has to be 
promptly earned out The State Council calls the National 
Assembly to session, to make a pronouncement on its above 
decisions 


Art 95 

In war time where there is no possibility of convening 
the national Assembly, in addition to the mandate given to 
11 , the State Council 

r tfecnm’ wivreftyfewsf mity 6e repeaibd or amen 

ded, or legislatively unsettled issues may be settled The 
State Council submit these decrees to the National Assembly 
for approval at its next session 
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2 Adopts the national socio-economic development 
plans and the budget, as well as the reports on their 
implementation 

3 Ejects and releases from duty the Council of Mini 
stcrs, the Supreme Court and the Chief Public Prosecutor 

Art 96 

1 The President of the State Council 

(i) Organizes and directs the work of the State 
Council 

(ii) Receives the credentials and recall letters of 
the foreign diplomatic representatives in the 
country 

2 The State Council may entrust the President of the 
State Council with the implementation of some of its rights 
in the order and in the cases determined by the law 

Art 97 

1 The State Council issues decrees and adopts deci 
Sion, Addresses and statements 

2 The normitive decrees of the State Council enter 
into force three days after their publication m the Official 
Gazette, except when another lime-limit is set m the decree 

3 The remaininc acts of the State Council enter into 
force from the day of their adoption except when another 
time limit is set m them 

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS (GOVERNMENT) 

Articles 98 to 108 of the Constitution deal with the 
Council of Ministers 

Art 9S 

The Council of Ministers (the government) is a supreme 
exccutic e and administrative body of the state power 

Art 99 

I The Council of Ministers consists of a president of 
the Council of Ministers, deputy presidents of the Council of 
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Ministers, and heads of departments with the rank of 
ministries 

2 The members of the Council of Ministers head a 
ministry or department, respectively On decision of the 
National Assembly, individual members of the Council of 
Ministers may not be m direct charge of a ministry or 
department 

Art 100 

The National Assembly determines the number, kind 
and names of the ministries and of the other departments 
with the rank of ministries 

Art 101 

1 The National Assembly elects the president of the 
Council of Ministers and on his proposal, the deputy preside 
nts and the remaining members of the Council of Ministers 

2 Persons who are not national representatives may 
also be members of the Council of Ministers 

3 The members of the Council of Ministers take an 
oath before the National Assembly 

Art 102 

1 The Council of Ministers implement its activity 
under the direction and control of the National Assembly 
and, when it is not in session, of the State Council 

2 The Council of Ministers is responsible for all its 
activity to the National Assembly and is duty-bound to 
report to it every year 

3 When the National Assembly is not in session, the 
Council of Ministers is reponsible and reports to the State 
Council 

Alt 103 

The Council of Ministers 

1 Organizes the implemeutation of the home and 
foreign policy of the state 
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2 Exercises the right of Icgislatne initiative 

3 Draws up the drafts of the national socio-economic 
development pLns and submits them to the National 
Assembly 

4 Elaborates the draft of the annual state budget and 
submits It to the National Assembly 

5 Organizes, directs and controls the fulfilment of 
the national socio-economic development plans and of the state 
budget 

6 Guarantees conditions for the implementation of the 
rights and liberties of the citizens 

7 Maintains public order and security in the country 

8 Implements the general command of the armed 

forces O 

9 Concludes international agreements 

10 Approves and denounces mietnational agreements 
which are not subject to ratification 

U Directs, coordinates and exercises immediate 
control over the activity of the ministries and the other 
departments 

12, Implements direction and control over the cxecu 
tvs c committees of the people s councils 

13 Organizes the iRiplementation o'* the acts of the 
National Assembly, the State Council, as well as of the acts 
issued by it. 

14 Repeals the unlawful or irregular acts and actions 
of the executive committees of the people s councils 

If Rc(Kitls (!k opn/jw-firf or frregm'jc sets aad acfians 
of ministers and heads of other departments 

16. Suspends the execution of unlawful or irregular 
acts and actions of the people's iwuncils and refers the ques 
lion of their repeal to the State Council 
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Art 104 

1 The Council of Ministers adopts decrees, orders and 
decisions 

2 The normative acts of the Council of Ministers are 
published in the olHcial Gazette and enter into force three 
days after then publication, except when another time limit 
has been fixed in them The remaining acts of the Council 
of Ministers enter into force from the day of their adoption, 
except when another time-hmit has been set in them 

Art lOS 

The Council of Ministers may assume direct control of 
certain sectors of the administration by forming for this 
purpose committees, councils, general boards and ofiices 
which do not have the rank of ministries 

Art 10$ 

The members of the Council of Ministers direct the 
respective ministries or other departments on the basis of 
the acts of the National Assembly, the State Council and 
the Council of Ministers 

Art 107 

1 The ministers and heads of departments with the 
rank of ministries have the right, within their competence, to 
issue orders and to reject the unlawful or irregular acts and 
actions of the respective special bodies of the people s 
councils 

2 Under the same conditions, they have the right to 
suspend the acts and actions of the executive committees of 
the people s councils If the executive committee does not 
cancel the suspended act, the difference shall be settled by 
the Council of Ministers 

Art 108 

I The ministers and heads of other departments issue 
regulations, directives, instructions and orders 
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2 The regulations, directives and instructions enter 
int force three days after the date of their publication in the 
Oflicial Gazette, except uhen another time limit has been 
set in them, and the orders from the date of their is«ue 
except when another time-limit has been set in them 

PEOPLE’S COUNCILS 

Articles 109 to 124 are related to the People s Councils 
Art 109 

1 The territory of the People s Re-pubiic of Bulgaria is 
diMded into municipalilies and district< Sofia is divided into 
administrative territorial districts 

2 Other administrative territorial units may set up by 
law 

Art no 

The municipal and district people s councils are bodies 
of state power and of the peoples self got ernment in the 
municipalities and districts 


Art ill 

1 The people s councils consists of councillors 
who in their activity are guided by the national interest, the 
interests of the population in the districts and municipalities, 
as well as by the interest of the population in their 
electorate 

2 The representation norms in the election of council 
lors are determined by law 

Alt 112 

The people s courcils implement the policy of the state 
within their territory They engage in activities aimed at 
the implementation of state talks and deade upon question of 
local utei.mca.iiOi 

Art 113 

The people s councils combine the work on taking 
deciiioos and their impiemeotation 
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Art 114 

1 The People’s councils, within thevf competence, 
direct the development of the economy, the health and 
public, communal, cultural and educational activities within 
their territory 

2 They carry out their activities by a correct coordi 
nation of state and local interests, of branch and territorial 
planning for the complex development of the respective admi- 
nistrative territorial unit 

3 The people's councils work out and adopt a socio- 
economic development plan of their own and a budget 
corresponding plan and to the national socio economic deve 
lopment plan and to the state budget and organize and 
control their tulBlment 

4 Within theit competence they direct, coordinate and 
control the activity of the economic organizations and thst of 
the departments within their territory 

5 Within their competence, the people's councils 
supervise the observance of public order and legality and the 
protection of the citizen s rights, the protection of socialist 
property and the strengthening of the country s defence 
capacity 


Art IIS 

The people s council adopt decision, orders, regulations 
and instructions 


Art 116 

The district people's councils are called to sessions not 
less than four time a year, and the municipal and district 
town councils not less than six times 

Art 117 

When deciding major questions within their competence, 
affecting the interests of the population of the respective 
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admmvstialjve lerritonal uait and aa mdividual inhabited 
locality (town or village), the people's councils may take 
decisions on holding a plebiscite, including a referendum 

Art. 118 

1. The People's Councils elect and release from duty 
executive committees, set up standing or interim committees 
and special bodies. 

2. The executive committee is an executive and admi- 
nistrative body of the people's council, elected from among 
the councillors 

3 The members of the committees are elected and 
released from duty by the people's council 

Art 119 

Executive and administrative bodies la the districts and 
muoicipahties outside the system of the people’s councils 
may be set up only by law 

All. 120 

In their activity the people's councils rely on the initia- 
tive and broad participation of the population and work m 
close interaction with the political, trade union and other 
public organizaiions. 

Art. 121 

The people's councils make a report on their activities 
to the electorate at least once a year, in the mannec and order 
determined in the law. 

Art 122 

The people's councils direct and control the activities 
of their bodies and rescind their unlawful or irregular acts 
and actions 

Art. 123 

The hierarchically superior people's councils direct and 
control the activity of the hierarchically inferior people's 
counals 
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Aft J24 

J The hierarchically superior people s councils may 
rescind Ihe unlawful or irregular ads and actions of the 
heirarchically mfetior people s councils 

2 The execume committees of the hierarchically 
superior people s councils may suspend the implementation 
of unlawful or irregular acts and actions of the hierirchically 
inferior people s councils, as well is rescind the unlawful or 
irregular acts and actions of the executive committees of 
those people s councils 

3 The body which has suspended an unlawful or 
irregular act or action of the people s council, refers it for 
cancellation to the respectively superior body of state power 

4 Differences arising between ministries and heads of 
other departments and executive committees of district 
people s councils shall be settled by the Council of Ministers 

COURT AND PUBLIC PROSECUTORS 

Articles 125 to 138 of the Constitution give a detailed 
account of the Court and Public Prosecutors 

Art 125 

] The courts implement the administration of justice 
in the People s Republic of Bulgaria They protect the state 
and social system established by the Constitution, socialist 
property, the life, freedom, honour, rights and legal inteiests 
of the citizens as well as the rights and legal interests of the 
socialist organizations 

2. The courts consolidate socialist legality and help 
the prevention of crimes and other law violations, educate 
the citizens m a spirit of devotion to the country and the 
socialist cause, of a consaous implementation of the laws 
and of labour discipline 

3 Within (he limits of the law, the courts exercise 
judicial supervisions over the acts of the administrative 
bodies and the special yunsdictions 
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Art 126 

1 la the People s Republic of Bulgaria there is a 
Supreme Court, district courts, regional courts and court 
martinis 

2 For certain kinds of cases other judicial bodies may 
be set up by law 

3 No extraordinary courts arc allowed 

An 127 

1 Assessors take part in the ad-ninistration of justice, 
except and when otherwise stipulated m the law 

2 In hearing the cases, the assessor^ have equal rights 
with the judges 


Art m 

The judges and assessors are elective They may be 
recalled before the expiry of the term for which they were 
elected 


Art 129 

1 In implementing their functions, judges and nsse* 
Nsors are independent and obey only the law 

2 Decisions and sentences are issued in the name of 
the people 

Art 130 

The courts apply the laws strictly and equally with 
regard to all citizens and bodies corporate 

Art 131 

The structure of the courts, their subordination and 
jurisdiction, the order of determining the regions of the 
courts, the procedure of hearing thecises, the conditions, 
order and term for the election, responsibility and recall of 
the judges and assessors arc regulated by law. 
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Art 132 

1 The Supreme Court is the highest judicial body 
Elected for a five year period, it exercises supreme juridical 
supervision over the activity of all courts and secures the 
strict and equal application of the laws by them 

2 The Supreme Court exercises juridical supervision 
also over the activity of the special jurisdictions, unless 
otherwise stipulated in the law 

3 The Supreme Court is responsible for and reports 
on Its activity to the National Assembly and, between its 
sessions, to the State council 

Art. 133 

] Supervision over the strict and equal application of 
the laws by the ministries and other departments, the local 
state bodies, economic and public organizations, oibcials and 
citizens 18 implemented by the Chief Public Prosecutor 

2. The Public Prosecutors protect the rights and legal 
interests of the citizens They combat crime and other law 
violations by taking measures for their prevention and 
starting penal proceedings against the perpettatois of the 
crimes 

3 The public prosecutors are duly»bound to be parti- 
cularly vigilant and to being before the court the perpetra- 
tors of cirmes injurious to the independence and sovereignty 
of the People's Republic of Bulgaria, as well as to its political 
and economic interests, for sentence and punishment. 

4 The prosecutors take measures for the rescinding 
of unlawful acts and for the restoration of violtatcd rights 

Art 134 

1 The Chief Public Prosecutor is elected for a period 
of five years He may be recalled before the expiry of this 
period 
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2 The rcmainmg public prosecutors are appointed 
and released from duty by the Chief Public Prosecutor and 
arc subordinated to him 

3 The Chief Public Prosecutor is responsible to the 
National Assembly and reports on the activity of the public 
prosecutors to it, and between sessions, to the State Council 

Art 135 

1 In fulfilling their otficial duties, the public prosecu 
tors are independent and act only on the basis of the law 

2 The organization of the public prosecutors and the 
order of the implementation of their activities is regulated 
by law 

Art 136 

1 Crimes and penalties are established only by law 

2 No law establishing the punishability of an act or 
increasing the penal responsibility has retroactive force 

3 Penalties are personal and correspond to the crimes 

4 Penalties for crimes may be imposed only by the 
established courts 

Art 137 

1 In the proceedings before the courts the discovery 
of the objective truth is guaranteed 

2 The hearing of the cases in all courts is public, 
except when otherwise stipulated by law 

Art 138 

1 fn the administration of justice, the citizens have 
the Tight of defence 

2 The accused is entitled to defence 
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COAT-OF-ARMS. SEAL, FLAG, CAPITAL 

Art 139 

The coat-of-ams of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria 
IS round, with a lion rampant on a cog-wheel in the centre of 
a sk>-blue back-ground IS flanked by wheat ears, enveloped 
in the middle in a national tricolor band, above the lion there 
IS a red five-pointed star and below, where the wheat ears 
intertwine, the years of the foundation of the Bulgarian state 
and of the victory of the socialist revolution in Bulgaria are 
written in gold on a red band 

Art. 140 

The state co3t-of-arms is depicted on a state seal, with 
an inscription around it “People's Republic of Bulgaria”, and 
in the ^oww part “Stale SeaV' 

Alt 141 

Tne flag of the People's Republic of Bulgaria is tricolor- 
white, green and red, placed horizontally. The state coat- 
of arms is depicted in the left-hand upper corner of the white 
field. 

Art 142 

The city of Sofia is the capital of the People’s Republic 
of Bulgaria 
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ELECTORAL SYSTEM, PARTIES 
AND ORGANIZATIONS 

ELECTORAL SYSTEM 

electoral system of the 
People’s Republic of Bulgaria 
guarantees the participation 
of the people in state govern* 
roent. The profoundly demo* 
cratic character of the 
electoral system is demonst* 
rated primarily m the fact 
that It securesageneral, equal 
and direct right to vote by 
secret ballot, without any 
restrictions or discrimination 
regarding either the right to 
vole or the right to be elected, 
due to race, creed, nationality, 
education, political beliefs, 
sex or property status. 

A principle of the electoral 
system IS the periodical repla* 
cement of the dopulie^ 
PUBLIC ORGANIZATIONS 
The majority of the 
working people in Bulgaria 
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are members of social and political organizations and 
thus participate actively in public life 

(a) Political Parties — There are two political parties in 
Bulgaria 

The Bulgarian Communist Party is the leading force of 
the socialist system It was founded in 1891 on the initiative 
ofDimiter Blagoev, the pioneer of socialism in Bulgaria 
The official organ of the Bulgarian Commumst Party is the 
Rabotmchesko Delo newspaper The party now has more 
than 672,000 members 

The Bulgarian Agrarian Union was founded m 1900 as 
a political party TheoIBcial organ of the Bulgarian Agrarian 
Union IS the Zemeddsko Zname newspaper The Union 
has 120,000 members 

(b) Socio Political Organization— The Fatherland Fron t 
IS the largest mass social and political organization It hns 
3,762,500 members The official organ of the Fatherland 
Front is the Otechestsen Front newspaper 

The Dimitrov Young Communist League » a unified 
organization of Bulgarian youth It ts a member of the 
World Federation of Democratic Youth The Dimitrov 
Young Communist League has 1.161,000 members Its official 
organ is the Nalodna MJadezh newspaper 

The Bulgarian trade unions are the largest public and 
non-party organization of industrial and office workers 
They have a total of 2,4S6,988 members The Official organ 
of the trade unions is the Troud newspaper 

(c) Cultural Organizations — (i) Bulgarian WiiUrs 
Union with 309 members, 

(ii] Union of Bulgarian Journalists, with 2,892 mem 
bers, 

(III) Union of Bulgarian Artists, with 696 members 
(iv) Union of Bulgarian Composers, with 123 members, 
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(v) Union of Qulgirian Suentists, with 3,841 members, 

(vi) Scicntific-Tcchnicil Association, with 184,559 
members, 

(vii) Union of Bulgarian Teachers, with 163,752 mem 
bers 

(d) Other Mass Organizations— (i) Bulgarian Red 
Cross, with 1,771,593 members, 

(u) Bulgarian Union for Physical Bducation md Sports, 
Mith 1,135,683 members, 

(ill) Bulgarian Hikers Union, with 862,673 members, 
(iv) National Hunters and Anglers Union, with 
124,544 members 

THE PAUTy S TASKS IN INTERNATIONAL 
RELATIONS 

The foreign policy of the Bulgarian Communist Party is 
determined by the socialist character of the Bulgarian society, 
by the Marxist Leninist nature of the Party It is n consis 
(ently mternationalistic, truly democratic and profoundly 
pcaceloving policy This policy has the purpose of contribu 
ting to the utmost to the defence of flic gams of the socialist 
resolution, to the building of an advanced socialist society m 
the country, to the consolidation of the unity of the world 
socialist system and to militant fraternity among the commu 
nists of all countries, to the intensification of the liberation 
sttucgle of the nations and of the working people, to the 
deielopment and extension of the norld revolutionary 
proccs*, to the rallying of all revolutionary forces m the 
struggle for national independence and against imperialism, 
to the consolidation of peace and co operation among nations, 
to the triumph of socialism in the world 

yai ^Vl^ "p jVi ■pnhA'srmn 'rrAmcfimn'aViyiTi 

Bulgaro-Soviet friendship became deeply rooted in the Parly, 
they became its distinctiie trail, a characteristic national 
feature of the Bulgarian nation The Bulgarian communists 
and the people know that the People’s Republic of Bulgaria 
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would not have been able to achieve such big successes, to set 
and to fulfil the tasks of the present programme without the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, under the beneficial 
influence of which the Bulgarian Party has grown and 
matured, without allround Soviet support in literally all 
spheres of life For the Bulgarian Communist Party and the 
Bulgarian people Bulgaro Soviet friendship is what sunshine 
and air are for every living being, it is a friendship going 
back in the centuries and a friendship for centuries to come. 
It IS one of the chief motive forces of the Bulgarian 
development, a condition for and a guarantee of the 
future progress of the Bulgarian socialist society, of its 
morrow 

Proceeding from its national and international tasks and 
obligations the Bulgarian Communist Party will m the 
future, too 

develop and deepen with all its might the fraternity, 
unity of purpose and of action with the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union and pursue a policy of bringing the People s 
Republic of Bulgaria ever closer to the Soviet Union, 

svork systematically for the further consolidation of the 
unity and solidarity of the parties and countries of the 
socialist community, for the development of co operation and 
mutual assistance on a bilateral and multilateral basis with 
the fraternal socialist states, for extending economic inte 
gration among them, 

extend the co-operation with the socialist states in the 
sphere of international relations for the closest unity of action 
and coordination of their foreign policy, 

make its conenbution to the strengthening of the 
defensive might of the world socialist system, 

develop its bonds with the communist and workers 
parties and strive towards the strengthening of the unity of 
the communist movement on the basis of Marxism Leninism 
and proletarian internationalism. 



ELECTOnAL SYSTEM PARTIES* OROVMZATIOSS • 63 


maVe Its contribution to the achievement of unity of 
action within the ranks of the international ^vorkIngcIass and 
Its organizations, 

wage an offensive struggle against bourgeois ideology, 
against anti communism and anti Sovietism, 

extend contacts and cooperation with the newlj 
liberated and dc\cIoping countries and continue to afford all 
round assistance to the striicgle of the peoples against 
colonial slavery, for freedom and independence 

CO operate for the consolidation of the unity of action 
and cohesion of all the anti imperialist forces, 

pursue, together with the other peace loving forces, the 
struggle against the aggressive action of imperialism, for the 
prevention of a world thermo nuclear conflict, for a complete 
ban on nuclear weapons, for genera! and complete disarma 
menl, for petce and security m Europe and the world over, 
pursue a policy of peaceful coexistence in our country s 
relations sviih the capitalist states, of cooperation in the 
field of economy, tourism, culture, science and technology on 
a mutually advantageous basis, 

continue to pay particular attention to and make all 
possible efforts for the transformation of the Balkans into a 
zone of peace and security, of good neighbourly relations and 
fruitful CO operation, in the spirit of its traditions and 
constructive policy 

The Bulgarian Communist Party has been and will 
always be a loyal detachment of the iniermlional communist 
movement It will continue to march in the united interna 
tional formation, tocciher with the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union and th- fraternal parties of the other socialist 
Si\Trtes,ivnh VncMor’ii coTnmimWt moYement, YrYiVi iTrtti* 
national working class and the national liberation move 
ment in the struggle acainst imperialism, for peace, democracy 
and socialism 
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THE PARTY S LEADING ROLE IN THE BUILDING 
OF AN ADVANCED SOCIALIST SOCIETY 

The Bulgarian Communist Party is a supreme form of 
poiuicil organization of the working chss, its tested Marxist 
Leninist vanguard, the universally recognized leader of the 
people As a militant general staff of the working people. 
It rallies and directs their efforts towards the common goal 
The Communtit Parly elaborates the general line and the 
policy in socialist construction, defines the mam trends of 
the development of the economy, social relations and culture, 
of the improvement of the general standard of life and of 
the nation s foreign policy All the achievements and 
successes in socialist construction have been attained under 
the leadership of the Party The working people respect 
and love the Communist Party, they have faith in the Party, 
they follow the Party Communism, Us great ideal, is be* 
coming the ideal of all the working people of the whole 
nation 

The Communist Party is a living political organism 
The consolidation of the social unity of society and the com 
ing closer of the interests of the other social classes and 
groups to the interests of the working class objectively create 
prerequisites for the Communist Party of the working class 
gradually to grow into a Marxist Leninist vanguard of the 
people, to become the Party of the whole nation By expre 
ssing and defending the interests of all the people, it conti 
nues to pursue a clearly expressed class, proletarian policy 
Its principles, aims and tasks, its approach to the processes 
and phenomena m public life are consistently class and party 

The stage of the building of an advanced socialist society 
IS characterized by an ever bigger growth of the role and 
importance o1 fhe Communist Tarty as a Teaciing and gui&ing 
force This is a natural process which is conditioned by the 
extended scale and complexity of socialist construction, by 
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the acceleration of the social processes under the impact of 
the rapidly developing revolutionin science and technology, 
by the complication of social relations and the promotion of 
the role of the system of public administr ttion in the function 
ing of the whole social system, by the intensification of the 
creative activity of the misses and the broadening of socialist 
democracy, by the growing importance of the theory of 
scientific commuiusm, the generalization of the new pra- 
ctice md the great tasks of the communist education of the 
people, by the class struggle between socialism and capita 
lism on a world scale, by the necessity to work out a correct 
foreign policy and by the international responsibility of the 
Bulgarian socialist state 

The negation or underrating of the leading role of the 
Party inevitably leads to a retreat from class and party posi- 
tions, to manifestations of anti socialist elements, harms the 
interests of the people and creates the danger of a deforma- 
tion of the socialist system and of a restoration of capitalism 

The requirements set to the scientific level of Party 
work ond leidetship are growing The organic unity of 
science and politics, of theory and practice is a characteristic 
feature of Parly leadership and us basic principle. 

Under the present conditions the importance of theore- 
tical work and Its tasks grow still more Marxist Leninist 
theory has always been a guide to action for the Bulgarian 
Communist Party, both in the struggle against capitalism and 
in the building of socialism Marxist Leninist theory will 
continue to ensure a scientific approach in the guidance of 
the nation's economic public and cultural life and will illumi 
nate the road of practice The Party will pay continuous 
attention to the purity of Marxist Leninist theory, to its 
creative development and application Its organs and organi 
zations will ever more fully use modern methods of 'cientific 
analysis m their political, otgamzalional and ideological 
wnrl. they will ever more rely on the achievements of 
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Marxist Leninist philosophy, political economy, scientific 
communism and the other social sciences 

Analyring the trends and needs of social development 
on the basis of the fullest and most objective information 
and summarizing the experience of the masses, the Party 
overcomes the contradictions and difficulties and solves the 
problems facing society 

The basic concern of the Parly in its ideological work, 
to which It attributes paramount importance for the further 
development of the socialist system is 

to propagate witn passion and persuasion the great 
ideas of Marx. Engels and Lenin» and to instil them as an 
integral outlook of all the working people, of the whole 
nation, 

to ardently convince the working people with sound 
arguments of the profound justice and fruitfulness of the 
Party policy, to make this policy their vital cause, to make 
them conscientious fighters for us implementation, 

to provide answers to the new problems brought to life 
by the progress of science and social practice, to specify, 
enrich and creatively develop the ideas of Marxism Leninism 
and to shed light upon the future, 

to wage an offensive battle against bourgeois ideology, 
against right and ‘ left wing opportunism, to preserve the 
purity of the Marxist Leninist teaching 

The degree of activity of the masses in the sociopoliti 
cal, economic and cultural life the extent of the transforma 
tion of the Marxist Leninist ideas and of the policy of the 
Party into a material force, are the chief criterion of the 
effectiveness of its ideological work 

The elaboration of a science based strategy of the ideo- 
logical work, hammered out in close connection with the 
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tasks of building an advanced socialist society and of com 
bating the ideological diversion of imperialism is one of 
the basio conditions for purposeful, elTici-pt and promising 
vvork on the entire ideological front 

The leading role of the Party largely depends upon its 
development and functioning as an enterprising political 
organi7ation, relying on the strict observance of democratic 
centralism and on its consistent dfivclopm-nt Th" Parly 
considers it its paramount duly to respect and apply the 
Leninist principles of Party leadership and norms of Party 
life, to extend internal Party democracy, criticism and self 
criticism, unswervingly to apply the collective method of 
leadership, not to permit negative phenomena which might 
lead to abuse of power, tothe violation of socialist democracy 
and revolutionary legality, to subjectivism and voluntarism 
In accordance with the objective xequircrnems, the Party 
will improve us organizational structure, forms and methods 
of letdership, and broaden the participation of all Party 
members m the discussion and elaboration of Party policy 
Full attention and respect will be paid to the views and pro 
posaU of the communists Strictest responsibility will be 
sought of those who violate the Party rules, restrict the rights 
of the communists and stifle criticism 

The Leninist principle of democratic centralism make* 
It necessary, parallel with the development of inl-rnal Party 
democracy, to tighten to the utmost discipline within the 
Party, and to strengthen us ideological and organizational 
unity Complete democracy, freedom of opinion and of 
criticism in the discussion of all problems, conscious iron disci 
pline and unity of action after a decision has been adopted 
by a majority, strict fulfilment of the dci,isions of the superior 
elected organs — such is the inviolable law of Party life com 
pulfory for a/f Cfie communists, wherever they »ark and 
whatever post they hold 

The concentration nod specialization in the economy 
and science turn the Party locals into political leaders of 
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large production and soaal units The problems they have 
to solve grow in volume and become more complex m thara* 
cter The new stage of development requires that the 
responsibilities of the Party locals be raised, their rights and 
control functions be extended and their vanguard role be 
enhanced 

It IS therefore imperative for every Party local to live 
With the problems of the work forces and the whole complex 
of questions ccrnecied with the work and way of life of 
millions of people, with the great national tasks and plans 
of the Party and socialist state 

The Parly will continue to lake measures aimed at the 
proper regulation of its «ocia1 and qualitative composition 
The great responsibility of the Party and all communists to 
the people makes It imperative to raise the requirements for 
those wishing to join the Party ranks The Parly unites the 
best and most conscientious men and women of the working 
class, the ccKoperative farmers, the intelligentsia and of the 
whole nation. 

The Party considers m an important obligation to raise 
the theoretical and political level, general culture and special 
education of the communists and to enhance their leading 
role as educators, organizers and leaders of the working 
people Every communist must huve a strong sense of res 
ponsibility for the state of affairs in his particular organi 
zation and in the Party in general He is responsible for the 
Party, just as the Party is responsible for him A basic rule 
in the life of the Party and all its locals will be to safeguard in 
future as well the purity of their ranks, to nd them of anyone 
who does not justify the high honour of being a member of 
the Bulgarian Communist Party 

Implementing its leading role through its members, the 
Party unites and directs the efTorts of the state and public 
organs ard organzalions to a single aim, employing its own 
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methods of organizitionil, ideological and educational work 
This means that the Party organs and organizations 

must secure the implementation of the Party politK-al 
line when working out and putting into eitect the basic tasks, 
which arc being implemented by the state and public organi 
zations, 

must consistently delimit its leading political functions 
from the functions of the other bodies in the systems of 
public ndministration, every one of which has its own field 
of action, Its specific structure, forms and methods of work, 

must carry out more consistently a policy of respect for 
and trust m the cadres, of strict and highly principled exact 
ingness towards them, of rallying the forces knowledge and 
experience of all generations and all detachments of cadres 
In future too a class and party minded approach must be 
used in the selection and distribution of cadres The best 
representatives of the working class, as well as those of the 
other categories of working people who are politically sound 
and show organizational ability are to be elected to the 
leading bodies of the Party and public organizations and 
promoted to responsible state and economic work 

The Party s ties with the peoples masses are to be 
further developed and enriched The method of persuasion 
and education IS to be still more broadly applied as a basic 
method of Party leadership The educidation of the Party 
policy and of the present tasks, taking into consideration the 
opinion and sugcestions of the working people, the profound 
study of the legitimate needs and specific interests of the 
working people and the constant concern to satisfy them, 
a frank discussion of the difficulties in the social development, 
of the shortcomings and weaknesses, tne negative pheno- 
mena and trends observed in certain circles, and a consistent 
effort to surmount them— tbi< is the policy of the Party in its 
relations with non Part) people 
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The Party considers it its duty to supply prompt and 
detailed information to the working people on demesne and 
international events, as 'Aell as on the actions it is about to 
take ]n this way alone, the people will be aware of the 
Party policy and will rally around it more and more 

In the future as wcU, a prime concern of the Party will 
be to strengthen the mutual conddence and unity among lea 
ders, Party, class and the people 


The strength of the Communist Party resides in its 
fidelity to the Marxist Leninist principles, in the correspon 
dence between words arj|i«d^3s,-<n'‘its-unshakable ideological 
and organizational^nJJtyCTfl ihe-TIdeologtcal stability and the 
moral and pol^i^q^arities^f the-commufiists, in its strong 
ties with ihaXtor^mg class and the people in its loyalty to 
proletariao^interhatiooallim and the world communist and 
workers I>lov>raeftt ^ 




CbMMUiyiSM— THE GOAL OF THE 

\^LGARIAr^CpMMUNIST PARTY 


Centuries on end people all over the world have dreamt 
and died for freedom and bread, for human rights and a 
decent life Centuries on end the finest minds ha\e mapped 
out plans for a harmonious and happy society, free from 
bloody conflicts and soaal inequality, from oppression and 
exploitation 


Rebellions, uprisings and revolutions have shaken coun 
tries and continents, governments and monarchies have been 
overthrown, empires and social orders have crumbled And 
every time a new exploiter class would replace the old one 


This IS how It was until the proletariat appeared on the 
historical stage, the only exploited and oppressed class which 
cannot Iree itsefl Irom the class exp'Joiting and oppressing it 
without setting the whole society forever free from exploit* 
atior, oppression and class struggles 
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For the first time in the history of human thought, the 
Marxist Leninist leaching replaced dreams and utopias with 
a science based, well knit theory for the transformation of 
the world and defined the ways and means of achieiing this 

\ ears passed The ideas of scientific communism capti 
sated the hearts and minds of the world proletariat The 
red banner of the October \ictory of the proletariat proudly 
floated oier one sixth of the earth, heralding the advent of 
the tong expected new era A strong communist movement 
developed all over the world The socialist revolution 
triumphed in a number of countries in Europe, Asia and 
America The world socialist system made it$ appearance 
A numb-r of newly |ib rated countries rejected the capit 
alist mode of development and turned their eyes towards 
socialism 

Today communiim IS no longer a wonderful dream, it 
has become a living reality for hundreds of millions of 
people in the world of socialism, and a real and tangible goal 
for other hundreds of millions of proletarians, rising to a 
decisive battle in the countries where the bourgeois class is 
still in power 

The Soviet people, in whose land the first socialist 
revolution triumphed, who were the first to build socialism, 
are aha the fir«t in (he world to turn the final goal — the 
bulding of a communist society — into their immediate 
practical ta k 

Communism is a classless social system with a common 
public ownership o er the means of production, with comp 
Jete social equality of all members of society, where, along 
with the all round development of the people, the productive 
forces will grow on the basts of the continuous progress of 
science and technology, where all sources of public wealth 
will flow generously, and the great principle ' From everyone 
according to his abilities to everyone according to his needs 
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Will become a reality Communism is a highly organized 
society of free and consuentious workers, in which self govern* 
meat will be established, where work for the good of society 
will become the prime living necessity for everyone, a reali 
zed necessity, and where the abilities of every individual will 
be most usefully employed for the greatest benefit of the 
people 

The final goal of the Bulgarian Communist Party is to 
build a communist society in Bulgaria as an indivisible part 
of the world communist system 

To achieve this end, the Bulgarian Communist Party is 
guided by the principle of the gradual evolution of socialism 
into communism as an objective law governed process The 
necessary economic, social, ideological, cultural and other 
prerequisites for the transition from the first, the socialist, 
to the higher, the communist phase are created in the 
process of the development of the mature socialist society 

In the highest phase of communist formation, the pro* 
ducuve forces are distinguished by an exceptionally high 
development Complete automation and cybernation reign 
supreme in social production Communism changes the 
character of work, but does not free the members of society 
from work Work is to a high degree directly public and 
socially homogeneous It is not an obligation but a vacation, 
a natural and free expression of a creative elan, for the 
benefit of society, as It becomes aconscious necessity and a 
prime and vital need of man 

Under communism the production relations are based 
upon all out communist ownership, which makes for further 
improvement and co operation, mutual assistance and comra* 
dely emulation The products of labour lose their commodity 
form Money and the market disappear Consumer goods 
are distributed according to the peoples constantly growing 
needs 
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Material dependence disappears in the sphere of per 
sonal relations Marita) relations become absolutely free of 
material considerations and rest solely on love, friendship 
and respect 

Under communism cultural development re.iches the 
highest possible peak Science is fully and soIeiy devoted 
to the development of the productive forces, the government 
of society, the physical and cultural development and impro 
vementofman Arts become apart of all spheres of life 
and completely serve the aesthetic formation of man and 
human relations according to the laws of beauty 

Communism is characterized by self government, in 
which all members of society take an active pin The 
unified norms of communist society exert a tremendous 
guiding force 

The leisure time of people increases, which is a proof 
of the prosperity of society It is a source of the reprodu 
ction of their physical and intellectual forces, of versatile 
creative endeavour The abilities, talents and virtues of 
free man flourish and arc given (he opportunity of full expre 
ssion The chief traits of man in communist society are u 
high degree of conscientiousness, diligence, discipline and 
devotion of the interests of society Typical of him are the 
unity between the consciousness for collcclive cffoii and 
individual creative expression, between universihly of the 
spiiU and specialization in a given field, between freedom of 
action and self-control JO one s activity Under communism 
inner wealth, moral beauty and physical perfection are 
harmoniously combined in man 

The world communist economy, regulated by t unified 

vs giti4-«AVy VirfA "(vp Vf voeaiA tfi tVit txntn 

Sion and intensification of integration among the socialist 
states and Its further development along the road to comm 
unism The international forms of organizing social produ 
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ction improve International communist ownership is formed 
Tnd developed Simultaneously the nations draw' ever closer 
together until their full merger tn the future on the basis of 
the commonness of their economic and cultural interests, on 
the basis of brotherly fricndsjiifmn^cixigjmtion 

Under communMfl^bcBlj^fOUplf^eJy pa^s over from 
the realm of nec^l^ty^ AteTc^nuofAccTOm ^ 

Commuj^m e ATon^crful future o^af? peoples 
CommCism i^he wonderful futurMowar^s which the 
Bulgarian Cmnfinis^ Party i^confidently Jpading the Bui 
garun people^. ^ r t 

The build int ^fewn-advan ceit statist society in Bulgaria 
will om.e again justify and exalt the long struggles of the 
Party and the people, the self sacrifice of the fighters who 
perished in the struggle for the victory of the revolution, the 
selfless e^orts of the millions of workers, it will be a deasive 
step towards the final goal of the Party 

In this stormy, difficult and glorious century this will 
be the contribution of the Bulgarian people to the world fight 
for peace and progress, for socialism and communism 

Under the banner of communism and in the united 
fraternal ranks of the world revolutionary movement, the 
Bulgarian Communist Party has traversed a histone path 
from Mount Bouzioudja in the Balkan Range through the 
Vladayi June and September uprisings, the victory of the 
socialist revolution on September 9 1944, to the peaks of 
present-day Bulgaria Through all these heroic years the 
proletariat and ihe working people marched with their 
Communist Party believed in its justice, were inspired by 
its ideas responded to its appeals in mass The voice of 
the Parly never echoed in Bulgaria •‘noiselessly as it would 
■n. a.'ivA'?, .’Ai/uw. Oui/ul*A ewikn. a-UAJj/iij.w/lA ne-vj/insiu 
And the people s devotion to, trust and confidence in their 
Party was never deceived Therein lies the strengh of the 
Party and the Bulgarian people 



ELECTORAL SYSTEM PARTIES & OROAVIZATIONS • 75 


Today, the Bulgarian Communist Party calls the work- 
ing class, the co-operative farmers, the people's intclligcnfsia, 
youth, women and the whole nation 

under the banner of Marxism Leninism and proletarian 
internationalism, 

in traternnl friendship with the great Soviet Union and 
the socialist states, 

in close ranks with the international communist and 
workers movement, with all progressive forces m the world, 

for the triumph of the communist ideals, for a peaceful 
and happy future of the children, for the nil round develop- 
ment, glory and greatness of Bulgaria, 

to persevering, selfless, inspired work and struggle for 
the fulfilment of the Patty programme, for the building of an 
advanced socialist society m the dear country ! 



